Urological history-taking and management recommendations by microcomputer.
A system has been developed to acquire a complete urological history using an Apple microcomputer. The system can ask up to 300 multiple choice questions which the patient answers using a light pen. The questions are grouped into blocks for urological symptoms and complicating factors. A printout summarises the history and the recommended further investigations. A copy of this is given to the patient and the referring doctor. The clinician discusses the printout and proposed investigations with the patient. The system has been tested against experienced clinicians and the results are presented. The computer system was evaluated for 26 patients and was found to record all of the important information. The system is now in regular use in the out-patient clinic as the first part of the diagnostic work-up in suitable referrals. This system has shortened waiting times for first appointments. To date 261 patients have used the system. The consultant urologist continues his practice of reading all referral letters and allocating priorities. Conditions requiring immediate physical examination (e.g. testicular swelling) are not suitable for this type of approach.